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Editorial

Natalia 33 brings the familiar mix of previously unpublished material, reprinted material,
and new articles, together with other material relating to the province and its people.
Regimental historian for the Natal Carbineers Mark Coghlan has edited the previously
unpublished Anglo-Boer War diaries and letters of John Bertram Nicholson, who enlisted
with the regiment as a 17 year-old in 1897 and two years later left his Underberg farm
to go to war. ‘Jack’ Nicholson was a significant member of an old Natal family whose
name is widely recognised in farming and educational circles. Natalia 33 carries the first
part of Nicholson’s account of his Anglo-Boer war experiences, taking him through the
siege of Ladysmith and the ensuing manoeuvres up until October 1900. Mark Coghlan
has promised to carry Nicholson’s exploits further in number 34.

While the young Jack Nicholson was recording his experiences at and near the front,
others were writing about the war in more consciously poetic language — or in deliberate
doggerel. Dr Bill Bizley, a member of the editorial committee and a regular contributor
of intriguing material to Natalia, has provided a digest of the poems which appeared in
The Natal Witness during the period November 1899 to February 1900, reflecting on
how these verses are indicative of the thinking of the times. Taken together, our previ-
ously unpublished piece and the reprinted poems provide an unusual insight into the
way people in Natal and further afield responded to the war.

The early years of the twenty-first century have brought a little flurry of major an-
niversaries in the affairs of significant KwaZulu-Natal institutions. The Natal Society
celebrated its 150th year in 2001, and 2003 has brought the Anglican Diocese of Natal
to the same mark. Together with other matters of interest, our Notes and Queries section
has reports on some of the events organised to celebrate that achievement. 2003 has
also brought the centenary of the Tatham Art Gallery in Pietermaritzburg. The director
of the gallery, Brendan Bell, has provided us with an account of the establishment and
development of the gallery, and the vicissitudes of its collections during some of the more
troubled phases of its history. Although there have been some regrettable losses in the
past, the Tatham today serves both as an important repository of works by major South
African and foreign artists and as an active promoter of new creative endeavour.

Another centenary that is approaching is that of the so-called *Bambatha rebellion’ of
1906. It has long been accepted that the imposition of a poll tax sparked the ‘rebellion’
and that the frightened colonials retaliated with excessive severity. In the van of the
studies that are sure to be done in the months to come, revisiting that conflict and revis-
ing the standard interpretations of it, the University of Natal historian Paul Thompson
has contributed an article which throws new light on an event which, in his own words,
‘marks a watershed in the history of the region’.

Our third major article relates to yet another significant anniversary, the centenary of
Alan Paton’s birth in 1903. While Jewel Koopman reports in our Notes and Queries on
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the events that marked the occasion, Stephen Coan has provided an article on the 1950
filming of Cry the Beloved Country on location in the Ixopo district and in Johannesburg
where Paton’s celebrated novel is set. Readers will recall Stephen Coan’s article on the
filming of King Solomon’s Mines at Otto’s Bluff (Natalia 30), and the current piece
is an expanded and revised version of an article first published in the Witness, where
Stephen Coan is a senior journalist, on 31 March 2003.

Readers may also know that the decision has been taken to transfer the Natal So-
ciety Library from the control of the Natal Society Council to that of the Msunduzi
Municipality, bringing Pietermaritzburg’s public library into line with those in other
urban centres. In thanking the members of the editorial board for their contribution to
Natalia, | must thank too the several members of the library staff who have contributed
to the production and distribution of the journal over many years — and indeed one
such person, June Farrer, still assists with the important and often unpopular task of
proof-reading. While the surrender of the library may mean changes in the distribution
of Natalia, the Natal Society Council and its trustees are committed to the continued
production of the journal itself.

MORAY COMRIE
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